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JEFFREY HART

Freshmen at .colleges across i:;
the coiintry were surprised
this year when they turned
up. at their campuses and

found that the cultural agenda was
set by two main themes: reverse ,
racism and sexual perversion.;,

The point of the agenda was to
initiate them into new ideas about
equ£dity and about the nature of
eros. We will leave reverse racism;
— affirmative action and all that
goes with it —aside for the moment ,,
and consider only sexual perverr;
Sion.

. Whenfreshmen arrived this years
at Dartmouth, for example, they
found a package hanging on each-,
door titled "The Other Student '
Handbook.",The. so-called hand
book described a number of sexu^:
al acts in detail, many ofthem exot-rt
ic. It came with a condom of the
Lifestyles brand. • ; ^

A disclaimer printed ontheback
of the handbdok says that it is "not
an official Dartmouth College piib-,
lication." The. disclaimer is tf
response to the furor that erupted .
a couple ofyears ago when 9 "safe
sex kit" ,was distributed,to all

' fi^shmen by the college itself,;Jts;^"]
printed matter went into such sex-,
ual acts as "water sports" (or pee-- .

1V"V;i r n v; , .
ing on each other) and "rimming"
(I don't suppose I can print here a
definition of that). The safe sex kit
supplied equipment to use for such
practices^ as well as lubricants, a
condom and whatnot. The printed
material was realistically illus
trated. i •

.1 myself: had never heard of
'%ater sporb" as a sexual act, nor
didI then knowwhat '?rimmin^'is,
or. much elle proposed by. Dart
mouth for ithe. edification of its
freshmen, Bvery fireshman I talked
with about the kit was nonplused,
amused in embarrassed way, or
felt that he or she was deaUng with
kooks, Alas, theyWere dealingwith
official Dartmouth and its new
norms./' c':J,,.;

.Wheiithe'feistymidindependent

campus newspaper the Dartmouth
Review publicized the college's
epistle to its fireshmen, the college '
was embarrassed, parents and
alumni were outraged wd the kit ^
disappeared, for a while.

Now ithas re-emerged, as not "an >
official Dartmouth College publica-/
tion." Except that it was "prepared;
inconsultationwith the Department <.
of Women's Health and the Health
Resources Department of Dart
mouth College Health Service.".v

That information is a bit incom-
plete. Thie handbook was funded
by a grant fh)m the college's clinic, ;
known as "Dick's House," and was
"proofread" -r- as the Dartmouth
Review found outby one Jan
Sundas, the managed of the .
Women's Health Program.

So the handbook was an unofp-^
cial but official offering from Dart- .
mouth to its freshmen..

,The handbook include informa
tion on "rubbing ^y non-petrole^
um-based bodyoil or lotion on each
other or yourself" and-^Ikidyou
not ^ "dry humping." ;

If this is too tame, the handbook
. offers descriptive details of various
other erotic practices, and conse
quences to be avoided.'

Things rapidly become more, er.

sophisticated.Under"How toUse is a powerftil and therefore dan-
an Oral Dam,"the freshmen learn gerousgod,and wesurround it with
"There are some steps you can v; 'custom, ceremony, vowsand seri-
take to ftee your hands during oral Pi ousness precisely because of its
sexw^ ^ M^vpowen •
. "With a little creativity and a ; • . Othello and Desdemona, Antony
sewingkityoucaneasilytransform and Cleopatra,IHstan and Isolde,
someelasticand garter clips, or a../ all the great lovers of history and
pair of erotic panties, into a fun legend, knew thatsexis not"safe"
and effective oral dam holder that ^iiij,or inconsequential. , v;n i . r >
can be worn over the vulvft or the.'.V|<,r, All societies have some, sort of
mouth?' ; , } V v^./ i .uw Mi,; gQgg unmentioned in the

^he fi^shmen are instructed, Dartmouth sex handbook.)The rea-
that "powdered sugar" and son is that sex is hardly ever inno-

•"non-fat Hershej^s syrup" are V- 'cent and uncompliciated.
saffe lubricants fbr graphicallyIt almost always involves
described activities. • ^ >':V-'ihequalities of -power, status,

i Welcometo Dartmouth College,'^ wealth, age, intelligence or beauty.
,. The distribution of the handbook vTheinequalities and tensions, com-
is one more ,way of separating t^^bined withthe poweroferos, can be
freshmen from the customary an explosive mixture if .not con-
norms, and reticence with which, tained within the equalizing ten-
theygrewup.In otherwords. Dart-;:^ idencies.of marriage. .
mouth desires to drive a wedge ,' . ;Thatis part of civilized knowl-
tetween the freshmen and their, edge, Only the fools and mischief-'
parents. '. . . .> . . m^ers who run Dartmouth Col-

;Where sexuality is '(kihMrrted^^^ and places like it.across the
thehandbook'sunderlyihgtheoryis -if country ,behave in ignorance of
all wrong and very dangerous. Its'/':.! such knowledge. '̂ -
theory holds that eros is safe, inno-' '^- !: . j i j ; . ^
cent and recreational. . ^^^

It is a Utopian view. Allofhuman JeffreyHart is a nationally syn-
experiencesaystheopposite. Eros,^. ,,dicotedco/umnist. , .


